+ Fellowship meal June 29th
after worship service, food
will be provided. Please
come enjoy this time of
fellowship!

« Vacation Bible School at
Duffee Church of Christ,
June 23 - 27, No
Wednesday night service
here June 25

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health

ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e David Cradic

o Carmen Alexander (liver failure)

¢ Cindy Harper’s granddaughter Olivia
Harper

Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Lillian Lovett - 3rd

Hudson Rowell - 23rd
Willow Murphy - 25th
Holly Hurst - 30th

Don and Marilyn Potts - gth

Men to Serve

Announcements - Larry Montgomery

Scripture Reading - Galatians 3:23 -
29

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper
Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts
Scripture Reading - Luke 23:1 - 11

Closing Prayer - James Johnson

=== LOOK TO THE

LORD & HIS
STRENGTH

SEEK HIS FACE ALWAYS.

06/15/2025

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of

His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Psalms Bible Class //
9:30 am 1 Timothy Bible Class //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301

PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com

Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Putting Off “Me First” Thinking
By Mike Riley
In James 4:1 we read: “Where do wars and
fights come from among you? Do they not
come from your desires for pleasure that
war in your members?”
The words “desires for pleasure” refer to
our self-serving desires. That’s why in
James 1:14 we are told: “Each one is
tempted when he is drawn away by his own
desires and enticed.”
James warns that such “me first” desires
will destroy our friendship with God
(James 4:4) and cause divisions, wars, and
confrontations (James 4:1-2). We are told
to put off “me first” thinking by (1)
submitting ourselves to God (James 4:7);
(2) getting our priorities right — God, His
will, and His kingdom must always be first
in our lives (Matthew 7:21; Matthew 6:33);
and (3) “draw near to God” (James 4:8).
Lastly, we need to be willing to repent of
any sin that we might have and humble
ourselves in the sight of the Lord, then He
will lift us up (James 4:9-10). Remember
that “me first” living is not the key to living
successfully as a Christian — putting God
first in our lives is.
Let’s think about it!
Will all Israel be saved?
By Kevin Cauley
In what sense will “all Israel” be saved in
Romans 11:26? Does this refer to the
church and the inclusion of both Jew and
Gentile (vs. 25; cf. Acts 15:6-11; Gal.
6:15-16)?
In Romans 11, Paul addresses the question
that he sets forth in verse 1. “Has God cast
away his people?” It was a question that
was being asked by some Gentile Christians
(vs.13) because Paul was preaching the
gospel to them instead of the Jews as was
his habit to do, after he first approached the
Jews with the gospel (cf. Acts 13:46).
One key verse of the passage is in verse 7,
“What then? Israel hath not obtained that
which he seeketh for; but the election hath
obtained it, and the rest were blinded....”
Israel, as a nation, had not accepted Jesus
as the Messiah. Some, however, did accept
Jesus as the Messiah. Those who accepted
Him were saved; those who did not fell
(vs.11, 12) and through their fall, grace
came to the Gentiles.
Does this mean that they cannot be saved?
No, in fact, Paul wanted them to be saved.

He was preaching to the Gentiles partially
to provoke the Jews into accepting
salvation (vs.14). Paul then gives us the
Allegory of the Olive Tree. In this allegory,
it is those who are grafted into the tree that
are saved. The Jews are represented as the
natural branches, but which had been
broken off due to their rejection of the
gospel. The Gentiles are represented as
those who were grafted in due to their
acceptance of the gospel. Toward the end of
the allegory, however, Paul discusses those
Jews who had first been broken off and
what would happen to them if they
accepted the gospel. He says, “And they
also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall
be graffed in: for God is able to graff them
in again” (vs.23). Notice, “IF they abide not
still in unbelief.” They have to become
believers to be grafted back into the tree.
Verse 26 of Romans 11 is a conclusion to
the allegory. Notice that Paul says, “And SO
all Israel shall be saved.” Paul doesn’t say,
“all Israel shall be saved,” but “SO all Israel
shall be saved.” The word “so” is an adverb
of manner. It means in such a way, or in
such a manner, all Israel shall be saved. The
idea is that they will be saved in the same
manner in which they are grafted back into
the Olive Tree, through belief that Jesus is
the Messiah.

The covenant that God has with Israel now
is the same that He has with the whole
world. It is the covenant in which sins are
taken away (vs.27). We need but look in
Hebrews 10:16, 17 to understand this: “This
is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, saith the Lord, I will put
my laws into their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them; And their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more.” What
is this covenant? It is the new covenant; the
first covenant has been taken away, that the
second could be established (Hebrews
10:9).

Verse 26 concludes Paul’s reasoning: “For
God hath concluded them all in unbelief,
that he might have mercy upon all.” Now,
both Jews and Gentiles are saved through
the same method—the mercy of God.

Today, God is no respecter of persons (Acts
10:34, 35). All are saved in the same way,
through belief in the gospel of Christ, both
Jew and Gentile. To answer your question,
yes, this refers to the salvation that is
afforded in Christ, through the church
(Ephesians 3:23).



